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AMERICAN SOCIETY 

OF SAFETY ENGINEERS

1800 East Oakton Street

Des Plaines, Illinois  60018-2187

847.699.2929

FAX 847.296.3769

www.asse.org
January _, 2004

Senator John Watkins
P.O. Box 159 
Midlothian, VA 23113
 
Re:  ASSE Support for ________ 

Dear Senator Watkins:

The American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) is a global professional society with more than 32,000 member safety, health and environmental (SH&E) professionals who are committed to helping employers make sure their employees go home safe and healthy from their work each day.  Nearly 800 of our members live and work in Virginia and belong to four chapters – the Nova Chapter in Fairfax, Greater Tidewater Chapter in Norfolk, Colonial Virginia Chapter in Richmond and Star Valley Chapter in Roanoke.

On behalf of those members, ASSE offers its support for your bill (____) to establish requirements for automatic sprinkler system in public and private buildings more than 75 feet or 6 stories high used, at least in part, to house individuals or provide guest rooms for occupancy and to provide those building owners who meet these requirements a 45 percent tax credit for initial installation.   

Without doubt, fire sprinklers save lives, and, when they are not present in structures, needless deaths occur.  A comprehensive explanation of their benefit and operation can be found in a 2005 article in ASSE’s Engineering Practice Specialty Newsletter at

http://www.asse.org/practicespecialties/docs/Best%20of%20the%20Best%202005-2006.pdf.  A sprinkler system, even if it does not extinguish a fire, helps control one in its earliest stages, allowing people a good chance to flee.  Providing property owners who install sprinkler systems a substantial tax credit sends a strong message that installing sprinkler systems is an investment in which all the people of Virginia are willing to share for the common good.

Thank you for your leadership in bringing this life-saving issue forward.  Our members in Virginia look forward to working with you to help ensure this bill’s passage in 2008.  If you have any questions or would like to contact ASSE’s members in the state, please contact Dave Heidorn, ASSE Manager of Government Affairs and Policy at dheidorn@asse.org or 847/768-3406.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Thompson, CSP

President

